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Question # 20: Please comment on how the instructor's teaching helped your learning of the material in this course. Please give serious thought to
your comments. Your comments will be studied by the professor after the grade and performance evaluation of your work have been submitted and
may be used in changing future offerings of the course. In addition, these comments are placed in the instructor's file and may be used for purposes
of evaluating the instructor's teaching. The information collected will remain anonymous.

Jazz with Joel was such an amazing and valuable experience. As an instructor, Joel's high level of expertise in the dance form was extremely
useful in guiding students to master the concepts and movements being taught. His friendly and supportive personality was also integral to the
class feeling comfortable enough to come to him with concerns about the class or asking questions about anything being taught. Class time was
utilized effectively and was very well-organized. Joel's method of teaching Jazz proved to be successful because I and other students really felt
and saw a vast improvement in our movement vocabulary and memory by the last week of class. Also, Jazz in general is such a great dance
form that is too often incorrectly taught to reflect origins from white, Western societies when, in fact, it derives and roots itself in Africanist
aesthetics. Joel effectively integrated that invaluable concept in his class, making the class not only about the movement but also about the
history of the movement. That is something I believe to be very important for all dance forms because the students deserve and need to know
the honest origins of the dance and culture they are dancing. I thank Joel and the dance department for that inclusion. Overall, it was a great
class with an even greater instructor! 

Joel is amazing in everything that he doses. I felt so blessed to have been apart of this Jazz class. I was fun and hard at the same time. Joel
pushed us to be better and greater over the 10 weeks we spent with him. He was so moving and motivational to be around. 

You should teach more classes such as these because honestly you're my favorite dance professor thus far at UCR. You just have this vibe and
energy that oozes from every single one of your pores and is honestly infectious. The way you motivate every single on of us to try our best
because you believe we can even when we ourselves don't have that much faith in ourselves. Thank you for such a wonderful quarter of Jazz.

The class was great and pushed me as a dance major to work harder! A very fun quarter ! Thankyou for a great class!

Absolutely loved this class and the professor!! I feel like I gained a deeper understanding of jazz dance as a whole, rather than just as an art.
Joel explained where many of the movements gained their influence and I felt like I was learning as well as exercising in a studio class. 

Joel Smith is an AMAZING instructor and professor! I enjoyed taking this class so much. Not only is he an amazing dancer, teacher, and
choreographer, his enthusiasm and passion for dance is so exceptional and made every single class extremely enjoyable. Despite the fact that I
am not a dance major/minor and I am quite introverted, I really did feel like this class was an opportunity for me to simply be myself and explore
more of something I love to do. I am so grateful and happy I was able to take this class this quarter.

The class was amazing as always. It provided a safe space to dance and improve our abilities as dancers.

This was one of my favorite classes this quarter. Considering that it was my first time taking an actual movement course. I thoroughly enjoyed
the material and would definitely take it again when it is offered. The professor was very helpful, and I have been able to apply what I learned in
my own classes.

I hope to have a lower level class of jazz to be offered in the near future to make this class even more advance. Will be repeating this course
next year.

Jazz dance was a new challenge for me, and personal struggles made that challenge feel, at times, insurmountable. If it weren't for Joel, I
would've given up. Joel presented very difficult material that challenged the class in a fun, exciting and creative way and kept us on our toes. I
just wish this class were offered more often and that, maybe, Joel offered more classes to take! Thank you, Joel, for pushing us, challenging us,
motivating us, and inspiring us. I feel grateful to have been your student. 

Joel was very enthusiastic about his teachings and was extremely passionate in making sure we excelled and showed effort. He challenged us
both physically and mentally in the ways of jazz dance. 




