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Question # 20: Please comment on how the instructor's teaching helped your learning of the material in this course. Please give serious thought to
your comments. Your comments will be studied by the professor after the grade and performance evaluation of your work have been submitted and
may be used in changing future offerings of the course. In addition, these comments are placed in the instructor's file and may be used for purposes
of evaluating the instructor's teaching. The information collected will remain anonymous.

¢ This class was probably one of the most useful class | have taken in all my years at being in college. It was such a pleasure bouncing off ideas
with my fellow cohort members and Joel during this class for UCR is Dancing. There was never a class that | went into, with the feeling of time is
being wasted. This class prepared me emotional, physically, and mentally on how | was going to approach a rehearsal with my dancers. This
class taught me how to direct a piece and showcase work on stage. Joel took us how to produce a show like UCR is Dancing with the constant
social media updates, pictures, videos, filming of rehearsals. This class gave me confidence in myself in what | am capable of as a dancer and a
choreographer. | feel so blessed to have shared the space with Joel and my cohort. They all mean so much to me dearly and this class is so
useful in developing and being one within your work. It gave me the confidence to keep moving forward. | thank Joel so much for this amazing
ride of a quarter!!

e Having Joel mentor us for UCR is dancing was extremely helpful. Not only did he offer thoughtful insight, he also gave us the space to explore
our identities as choreographers and dancers without forcing us into his ideas.

e This class went a little differently than expected but | really appreciated having this time to work on my piece. In fact, the class inspired a part of
my piece. | also enjoyed writing the blog posts and reflecting on my process. | know | will enjoy reading what | wrote. | think Joel did a great job in
guiding us through the process. | do wish he had come to our rehearsals more but he did come enough, and | know he cared a lot about our
work. His advice was great and he constantly pointed me in the right direction. | appreciated the freedom to express my ideas and Joel's help to
get to where | wanted my piece to go.

¢ | enjoyed the whole UCRisDancing experience. There were definitely ups and downs but overall, Joel did an amazing job of making the show run
smoothly. | want to thank him for the considerable amount of time and energy he put into not only the production, but to each one of us also. |
am grateful | was able to continue my research under his direction, and | took every piece of advice or notes into consideration. Joel is
intelligent, poised, candid, tenacious, and diligent. | thank him very much for all he was able to do for us. | hope he enjoys some much deserved
rest.

e Amazing human teacher and mentor

o First off, Joel does not just come to work to, "receive a paycheck", or "just to say he has a job". He actually loves and cares about his students
and it shows! This was honestly my favorite class. | felt as though even though it was two hours, | wanted it to be longer because it is truthfully
one of the most affective classes that the dance department offers (in my opinion of course). Joel is 100% committed to his students and has
our best interest at heart. Not only did he work hard so that the show could run as smooth as it was, but he gave us constructive feedback that
was really helpful and enhanced our pieces. Joel is not only a, "Dance professor”, but he is a Director, and a Visionary as well, which are great
tools he possesses to help our pieces to have come to life! As much as | trust that the dance department will continue to develop and have
another amazing show next year, if Joel isn't the artistic director,| can't help to think that the next cohort might have been gypped! | really can't
stress the amount of hard work that it is to run a whole show the way Joel did. He didn't just have the title, "artistic director", just to have it, but
thats exactly what he ACTUALLY was, (and is)! Also, sometimes | feel as though the dance department shapes us to all dance a specific style.
Although the department offers a lot of different dance styles and are hiring more dance professors with different backgrounds, | still feel as
though in the actual, "choreography series", only one style is predominantly encouraged. Which is the "No music, and let's walk on this grid in
silence", type of dance style. However, | love the way Joel doesn't put us in a box, and he pushes us to actually celebrate our different dance
styles and backrounds and shows his genuine appreciation for them as well! Last year | was nervous of the thought of creating a piece this year
because | thought that | was going to be restricted and that | was going to have to simmer down my dance style and create movement similar to
the ones we do in our choreography series classes. Little to my surprise, Joel pushed me away from thinking that | had to do what | felt was
"desired", and encouraged me to stick to what my true roots are and also unknowingly reminded me of the beauty in my dance background. So
that was a moment that | really appreciated. All in all, | am beyond grateful and honored to have Joel as a mentor!

o Joel was a great resource and readily available to help when needed. Approachable and genuine. Feedback was specific and not extremely
biased. Extensions provided when necessary. Taught autonomy and placed responsibilities on students when appropriate.

o Joel provided a wonderful space for future choreographers to enhance not only their own choreography but also their own practices. Although
on some occasions the class time felt fairly it allowed for everyone to experiment with other choreographers to see what possibilities lie. Joel
paid a significant amount of attention so that | felt | was guided successfully in completing my senior project.



o Every time we did a class showing for our pieces, | appreciated how you were able to ask thought provoking questions and challenge us to
better explain or problem solve new strategies for our pieces.



