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Question # 20: Please comment on how the instructor's teaching helped your learning of the material in this course. Please give serious thought to
your comments. Your comments will be studied by the professor after the grade and performance evaluation of your work have been submitted and
may be used in changing future offerings of the course. In addition, these comments are placed in the instructor's file and may be used for purposes
of evaluating the instructor's teaching. The information collected will remain anonymous.

o Prof. Smith is a teacher who is an embodiment of excellence in the classroom. Their ways of teaching and how they managed to bring out the
best in me was actually remarkable. The class is an impressive experimental laboratory for developing one's teaching style and a good avenue
for finding one's niche in the field of teaching. | personally thought Prof. Smith did their best to reach out, cater our needs, give constructive
feedback, and make sure that we always learn from everything that is happening in the class.

o Joel is such a delight to have as an instructor. 'm so grateful for this class and for everything that | learned from Joel and my peers. | think this
class was so successful because Joel had an exceptional way of facilitating everything about it. | walk away from this class with so much to take
and apply. | am now more confident to be a dance teacher and to give feedback, which was my goal in taking this class. Thank you so much for
everything you do and for being who you are, Joel. You have no idea how much | appreciate you. <3

e Caring, generous, helpful, understanding, knowledgeable, affable, amazing energy & teaching abilities - created a safe, nurturing, inspiring &
incredibly supportive environment in which to learn & grow.

¢ Professor Joel Smith has developed a class that is well-rounded, nuanced, in-depth, and unchallenged in its pedagogical approach. The class
was (positively) overwhelmed by how much we learned and we were fortunate to have a chance to reflect on our experiences of growth, change,
field (i.e. future) consideration, with a level of supportive critical thinking and theory-plus-practice-in-action. | am aware of what | was able to
develop, shift, change - and identify in myself as life-long skills - and it was remarkable to develop language to be able to share this too, with
and for each other. This is clearly an approach learned from excellent leadership and experienced teaching. My own teaching and sensitivity
expanded in manifold ways in these ten weeks. There is a distinction in his approach that is clearly grounded in Smith's multi-year development
and delivery of this course - and his own teaching and observation. Finally, the fact that this is a grad requirement/core course and shared
space with undergrads AND that it was taught by the Chair and an artist-practitioner faculty imparts key values about the Experimental and
Critical Dance Studies Program goals - and with this particular teaching/teacher, the course offers a unique approach that distinguishes the
department. This seems key to a program that is expected to produce multiple approaches, practices, POVs - contributing to the department's
ability to impart world-class knowledge, approaches with nuance and integrity.

e The instructor was knowledgeable of the subject, accessible and nice yet challenging in terms of expectations. | felt like the teacher was
invested in me and everyone else in a personal way. | felt like there was never enough time at the end of the class for discussion on the activity
of the class. | especially appreciate the way he created a safe space in his class room for people to learn and grow.

« Instructor was organized, thorough, as well as compassionate, and and self-reflective. Taken together, these qualities are a very rare blend in a
person, teacher, professor. | found the instructor available during outside hours and exhibited presence during class time. An excellent class
that blended many different perspectives, ages, and levels (ex undergraduate students and graduate/professional artists).

e Joel is incredible. This was the class | looked most forward to taking at the beginning of the quarter, and spent the most time looking forward to
attending each week. More so in this class than others | felt a genuine sense of progression and gainfully acquired knowledge and skills for
application in the field of instruction. My thoughts on this are based not only on course content but in Joels’ stellar exemplification of strategy
and application. | so appreciate their shared perspective and even the most minute nuances stood out immensely. | hung on to every word and
was always wishing class could go on a little bit longer. | would have liked more reading and discussion but given the time to have everyone
teach | understand. This is one class | would have been fine with more homework in, however it was nice to breathe and save energy for
presence in the room. | also appreciate what this class brought out of every peer both as student and as instructor. This was a true experience
of the meta which was so aptly fostered by Joel not only as an instructor or ‘student’ but as the compassionate person they are. My general take
away is detailed and vast, and I'm sure | will be reflecting on this experience for years to come.

o Professor has an organized pedagogy and his classes line up beautifully while leaving room to change course if necessary. Compassionate yet
demanding, conscientious and diligent, the course prepares you for what comes next. Excellent content and teaching all around. | learned much
from this course.

e Having Joel for this class has been remarkable. Not only is he understanding but also compassionate and full of knowledge and wisdom. He is
truly someone that | hope to be like when | graduate.



e The course aided me in designing lessons and consider the many things | might have overlooked when | teach my own course.

o |truly commend Joel for putting his teaching aesthetics on display for us to take from and learn from. This class was a challenge but in the best
way. | was held accountable as well as encouraged to work harder and keep going. Thank you Joel for helping me become a better teacher.



